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The Canterbury Tales
Chaucer’s novel: The Canterbury Tales describes many of his characters satirically while others he describes with complete admiration. The narrator, Chaucer himself, is seated at the Tabard Inn in London, where people going to the pilgrimage in Canterbury pass by. The narrator is a detached observer who portrays his characters objectively, impartially, and disinteresting (Pearsall, 2013). He describes what he sees personally. Thus, for example, his description of the Monk and Prioress differs from his description of Parson. 
Parson is described as a person who acts as the caretaker of souls. He takes responsibility with a lot of seriousness. The Parson's presence in the pilgrimage is extremely important. He serves as a religious figure, and his presence depicts the character of Christ. He is Christ-like, and without him, there would be no idea of what a spiritual figure should be. In other words, he is an excellent example of a religious leader. Chaucer believes that Parson is an ideal person to belong to the class of people who deserve to be part of the church. The narrator is not against religion, and he seems to understand religion very well. However, Chaucer believes that there are corrupt souls in the church who do not deserve to be part of the church. Parson is not one of them. Chaucer hates deceitful church members who are part of the church for selfish gain (Olson, 1987). 
On the other hand, the Monk is described as having expensive horses, materialistic, and loves riding (Chaucer, 2012). The narrator describes him as bald, not a lover, and a rebellious person. He is also ignorant as he ignores rules. Chaucer has a low opinion of the Monk because he is obsessed with personal image and is materialistic. Although he had vowed to serve God and help other people, his love for earthly materials has overshadowed him. According to the narrator, the Monk is not a true servant of God. The Monk's hobbies are materialistic (riding expensive horses, dressing in furs). A worldly person is not a true servant of God. The Monk is not truthful to his occupation as a servant of God and his religion (Chaucer, 2012).  Monks were placed at the bottom of the feudal system, and the Monk's actions show he is not a true servant of the Lord as he is full of a show-off. Like the Monk, Prioress is guilty of breaking his vows of poverty and obedience. The Nun leads a luxurious lifestyle of keeping dogs contrary to his life dedicated to helping the poor and praying. Thus, I believe the Nun should not be feeding the dogs the way he does, given his greatest call is helping the poor. 
Christians should be wary of corrupt and evil people who hide in churches today. Christian leaders should learn to be true to themselves like the Parson. They should not pretend to be servants of God like the Monk. Christian leaders should not be materialistic and should depict the accurate picture of Christ. They should not be obsessed with personal image and earthly materials like the Monk. Christian leaders should be humble in serving the Lord.
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